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One of the composers Horowitz helped to put on the map was Domenico Scarlatti, and his famous recordings, with his ultra-manicured piano, sometimes sounding almost prepared, have been catalogue stalwarts since the 1950s. But he never made Scarlatti sound as warm and voluptuous as this.

CD5: D. SCARLATTI/Keyboard Sonatas: Sonata in B minor, Kk27

00.49

Yevgeny Sudbin (piano)

BIS CD-1508 Track 17

IN: START

OUT: Fade out by 00.49

That was Scarlatti’s touching B minor Sonata, Kirkpatrick 27. And the pianist was our second Russian debutant of the morning, Yevgeny Sudbin, boldly choosing an all-Scarlatti recital for his first CD. He’s not afraid to call a piano a piano, if you get my drift, with generous helpings of rubato, contrasts of dynamics and touch, even octave displacements and doublings: every resource his Steinway can offer is put to great effect. But what bowls me over most is his sheer musicality. It shines out of every bar, and his playing has a constant sense of delighted discovery. It’s as if he’s dragged Scarlatti off a dusty museum shelf and brought him out into the sunshine where both he and the music are happily basking. 

Even Scarlatti at his most recalcitrant– all those repeated notes and devilish hand-crossings – difficult enough on the harpsichord, a nightmare on the piano – can’t faze Sudbin. Here’s a rollicking D major Sonata brilliantly characterized and apparently effortless in Sudbin’s hands. 

CD6: D. SCARLATTI/Keyboard Sonatas: Sonata in D major, Kk435

01.00

Yevgeny Sudbin (piano)

BIS CD-1508 Track 4

IN: START

OUT: by 01.00

That was Yevgeny Sudbin, with mandolin, castanets and a rustic village band in tow, in Scarlatti’s D major Sonata, Kirkpatrick 435. 

The BIS recording is a bit on the resonant side for my taste, but there’s a wonderfully perceptive essay inside from Sudbin himself which endearingly balances musical insight and personal experience. As debut albums go, they don’t get much better than this. 
